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* Actual : The Grand Canal in Venice, Italy * 

it it 

* RV summ. : A wavy water area with manmade structures, possibly wooden. * 
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ust wait out an Athos storm, you 
no more dramatic haven than 
ra, high on a spur above the Ae- 
ens its dovecote of ceils onto tiers 
alconies propped by aged beams, 
ong one 800 feet over the sea in a 
act of faith. Clutching the splin- 
> topping over a gap in the floor 
>o k v r 1 d o w n in e s me r i i ed a t \v a 1 ! 


T HE YEAR 107 1 was a had one for the 
Byzantines, East and West. At Man* 
zikert, in the highlands of ear-tern 
Turkey, the multinational Byzantine 
Army, riven by dissensions and dt*wriiun> 
and for once dopp\ in rcrunn,ti"ain «•. v. 
annihilated In the invading Seiiuk Tork> 


Bari, sacked by the Normans after a three- 
year siege. Five years after the Battle of 
Hastings in England, the Normans had con- 
quered southern Italy. 

The year 1204 was even worse. On April 
; Fourth Crumders en route to Jerusalem 
v unlimited what historian Sir Steven Runci- 
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